122 .	THE HIGH STAGE
(r) Individual pupils should write out several times
and memorise the correct forms of their own serious or
repeated errors, where this can be easily done (as with
spelling mistakes, some grammatical errors, wrong
prepositional uses, etc.).
(d) The care of exercise-books and the pupil's,
carefulness in self-corrections should be specially con-
sidered, and may receive a mark, at the termly tests of
progress and when deciding class promotion.
Briefer Written Exercises
So far in this chapter we have been considering written
exercises in the form of continuous compositions of
some length. But there are also brief exercises useful
for practising, impressing, and testing acquaintance with
English usages, which have already been taught orally
in the intensive lesson. These usages may be either
particular, or general grammatical habits. Amongst
the latter are the English conventions for direct and
indirect speech, and tense sequence; amongst the
former prepositional uses, often with verbs, adjectives
and adverbs, and a host of others, that need separate
teaching and practice. As the pupil accumulates these
from his reading, oral practice of them should be checked
by using them in writing, first in special sentences, to
be afterwards embodied in his continuous compositions.
At no time i?i the high stage should this kind of special
short sentence written practice be given up.
Punctuation
A word or two in conclusion on the teaching of
English punctuation. At present too little systematic-
attention is given to this in our Indian schools. The
simplest plan is to direct the pupil's attention to the
stops used in the text of the reader, first to the full stop
and the comma, later to the question mark, the semi-
colon* and the colon.
English- punctuation usages offer good material for
inductive lessons, in which the pupil attempts to formu-
late provisional working rules from examination of many

